Current status of carotid endarterectomy for atheromatous disease.
The authors discuss the indications for both elective and emergency carotid endarterectomy. Reports on the surgical treatment of asymptomatic bruit and contralateral carotid stenosis are reviewed. The results of endarterectomy for symptomatic carotid disease, including transient ischemic attacks, acute neurological deficit, and complete carotid occlusion, are discussed. The complications and risks of carotid surgery are also presented.